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and otolaryngology. All wrong-site nerve blocks were administered on the wrong side of the body. Pain management 
procedures (the majority of which were wrong-side spinal injections) accounted for 21.7% (n = 13) of the reported 
events. 

The most improvement was noted in the number of wrong-site spinal procedures reported in the one-year period 
(6.7%; n = 4). As compared to the number of spinal events published in the last update (i.e., March 2016 through 
September 2016), a total of five wrong-level spinal procedures were reported within the two quarters (i.e., about one 
event every 43 days). In the 12 months of October 2016 through September 2017, four wrong-level spinal procedures 
were reported (i.e., about one event every 91 days). 

During the last four quarters that were analyzed, the following wrong-site surgery events were also reported 
(excluding wrong-site nerve blocks):

• Ophthalmology procedures (10%, n = 6 of 60), such as laser trabeculoplasty

• Urology procedures (6.7%, n = 4), such as ureteroscopy/ureteral stent placement

• Otolaryngology procedures, excluding wrong-site anesthetic injection, (5%; n = 3), such as tonsillectomy

• Procedures by various disciplines (26.7%; n = 16) including hand surgery, neurosurgery, orthopedics,
pulmonology, vascular surgery, and unspecified specialties

Summary

The twelve months represented in the update (i.e., October 2016 through September 2017) show an upward trend in 
the number of wrong-site surgery events reported. The most common wrong-site procedures include nerve blocks 
and spinal injections for pain management. The Authority performs in-depth analyses based on the information 
available in the reports submitted through PA-PSRS. The detail provided in the event narratives allows Authority 
analysts to understand common causes and to suggest process improvement strategies to prevent future 
occurrences of wrong-site surgery. The more detail provided in the reports (e.g., medical specialties involved, special 
circumstances, recommendations for improvement) the more information can be learned and shared statewide. 
Facilities providing surgical services are urged to consult their regional Patient Safety Liaison for education 
opportunities and to access helpful wrong-site surgery prevention resources and tools on the Authority's website
(/pst/Pages/Wrong%20Site%20Surgery/hm.aspx).

Notes 

1. Arnold TV. Update on wrong-site surgery: reports from ambulatory surgical facilities. Pa Patient Saf Advis.
2016 Dec;13(4):160-2. Also available: http://patientsafety.pa.gov/ADVISORIES/Pages/201612_160.aspx
(/ADVISORIES/Pages/201612_160.aspx).
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The Pennsylvania Patient Safety Advisory may be reprinted 
and distributed without restriction, provided it is printed or 
distributed in its entirety and without alteration. Individual 
articles may be reprinted in their entirety and without alteration, 
provided the source is clearly attributed. 

Current and previous issues are available online at 
http://patientsafety.pa.gov (http://patientsafety.pa.gov/). 
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